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O God, Our Help in Ages Past

My, how time flies! Most of us say those words every year at the beginning of a new
year, at a birthday, or some other annual milestone.

And here’s what else you're probably thinking: It's 2026 already! At this time of the year
we often take time to reflect on the past—and wonder about the future: what kinds of
blessings or successes did we experience in the year now behind us? What challenges
or losses did we encounter? What changes does the future hold for us, our family and
our friends? Indeed, for our country or the world?

It isn’t just our generation that felt this way—that time flies or wondering about the future.
Isaac Watts, the author of the hymn O God, Our Help in Ages Past lived from A.D. 1674
to 1748. By the way, A.D. stands for Anno Domini-which translated into English from the
Latin means “In the year of our Lord.” And for Christians, every year is “The year of our

Lord!”

So, as we head into 2026 let’s take a look at the verses of his hymn:

1) O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come,
Our shelter from the stormy blast, And our eternal home.

2) Under the shadow of Thy throne Thy saints have dwelt secure,
Sufficient is Thine arm alone, and our defense is sure.

3) Before the hills in order stood Or earth received her frame,
From everlasting Thou art God, To endless years the same.

4) A thousand ages in Thy sight Are like an evening gone,
Short as the watch that ends the night before the rising sun.

5) Time, like an ever rolling stream, Soon bears us all away;
We fly forgotten as a dream Dies at the opening day.

6) O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come,
Be Thou our guard while troubles last And our eternal home!

What more can | say? The words are self-explanatory. It's a hymn | like to sing or read
to remember who God is and how gracious he has been to me. Here are just a few of
God’s attributes that | pulled from this hymn: He is “our help.” Here’s a good one for us
up here: He’s our shelter from the stormy blast.” He keeps us- “saints” secure. He is
powerful, the creator of everything. He is never-changing, eternal.

Best of all, God is our hope, and he will guard us here, until he takes us to our
heavenly home.

| pray that since you can be certain that God is with you in the days and years ahead
you will look forward with joy to what he has in store for you, both here on earth and in
heaven forever! No matter what happens, you can be confident that God “is your help.”
He has you in his hands! Amen.

In Christ’s service | remain,

Pastor Kirk Schield



Guardian Angel Program 2026

We would like to invite you to join us for the annual
Guardian Angel Epiphany Brunch, to be held in the
fellowship hall, on Sunday, January 18, 2026
following the service. Join us for fellowship, food
and an opportunity to be blessed by and to bless
others in the congregation!

What are Guardian Angels?

As a Guardian Angel, you remember the person
you draw on special dates throughout the year, i.e.,
birthdays, anniversaries, and holidays, through
“prayer” or by giving cards or small gifts to this
person, signed only “From Your Guardian

Angel.” Use the mailboxes in the Narthex to deliver
your surprises. We do not reveal ourselves to
the person we are praying for until next year, at
the Guardian Angel Program of 2026. If you are
interested in participating in the Guardian Angel
Program, please fill out the form and place in the
Guardian Angel basket on the desk by the office
door in the Narthex.

Please have forms submitted “no later than”
Sunday, January 11th, 2026.

If you can’t get to the church right now to
obtain and fill out a form, feel free to contact
Roni Hauser @ 715-398-3680, and she will take
the information needed to fill out a form, you
can also email clcoffice320@gmail.com your
information.

Spiritual Conversations 2.0 Workshop

Did you attend one of our Spiritual Conversations
seminars in the last few years? If you did, would
you like to learn more? And even if you didn't,
would you like to learn ways to answer questions
that help remove obstacles so that family members
and friends can have the peace that comes from
knowing that they too, have a loving Savior?

We, at Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church are
offering an opportunity for you to attend a workshop
to learn just that!

The workshop covers two topics.

Study #1 is related to St. Paul’s Apologetics.
(that is, removing obstacles)

Study #2 focuses on How to Respond to the
Question: Why Do Bad Things Happen?

It will be held from 9:00 am to Noon on Saturday,
February 14, 2026 at the church.

If you are interested, please sign-up on the office
door beginning January 18th. Friends and family
are welcome! Please sign up no later than
Sunday, February 8", which will give us time to
generate training materials for the

Workshop. Beverages and treats will be

provided. If you have questions, feel free to contact
Len Campbell at lencampbell44@gmail.com or
218-391-5829. Thank you & God Bless!

Christ’s Men

Christ's Men'’s first Tuesday lunches have returned.
They will meet on January 6, 11:30 AM, at Superior
Family Restaurant, it is on the first floor, alley side
of the Androy Hotel, at 1213 Tower Ave. Hope to
see as many as possible there.

Lutheran Women’s Mission League (LWML)
Join thousands of other Lutheran women who focus on
missions and God’s Word. Our Christ Lutheran LWML
will meet on Tuesday, January 6 at 1:00 PM. Our
emphasis is on Bible Study, mission projects, sharing
faith and friendship with our “sisters-in-Christ “. Pastor
Bernecker will lead our Bible Study. If you have received
a fall Quarterly, please bring it with you.

Lutheran Witness

The Lutheran Witness is a magazine about you and
your church. Each month it brings you a wealth of
information that’s important to you as you grow in
faith and service to the Lord Jesus. You can
receive the Witness in your home for the cost of
$27.65 for eleven issues ($2.30 per issue). You will
find a sign-up form on the office door. When you
sign up make your check payable to Christ
Lutheran Church and leave it in the office. If you
have any questions please contact the office. Sign
up by January 26.

Annual Reports

It is time again to get your annual report ready. | will
need everyone's reports by January 25. | will
accept reports in whatever form they come in, but it
saves me time if they can be emailed or saved to a
flash drive. Thank you for your work.

Church Council Minutes
No December Meeting
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LCMS Stewardship Ministry

“And he who was seated on the throne said,
‘Behold, | am making all things new. Also, He said,
‘Write this down, for these words are trustworthy
and true” (Revelation 21:5).

In January there is a great deal of “new” talk.
Parties are held to ring in the “new” year. “New”
year’s resolutions are made to set a “new” course
of life in the “new” year. There is date forgetfulness
as checks and other forms are filled out without
using the “new” year on the dateline.

We use all this “new” talk because there is very
often so much wrong with the old in us. We think
back to the “new” resolutions from the previous
year that only lasted a few weeks. That “new”
person did not shed any pounds and instead,
picked up a few. The “new” habits of going to the
gym were soon replaced by even more time on the
couch binging on Netflix. The “new” person who
does not lose their temper, use sarcasm as a lethal
weapon and spend more money that necessary,
but who worships, prays and serves the Lord and
the neighbor, never seemed to stick around. We
need “new” talk because the Old Adam is alive and
well within every one of us.

But this promise of “new” is a matter of
stewardship. It is the Lord Himself who makes the
promise of all things being new. These words
recorded by St. John are not pious wishes or
hopeless promises. They do what they say. YOU,
that one baptized into Jesus’ death and
resurrection, are NEW! These words are indeed
trustworthy and true. This “new” comes to you in
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. It comes free of charge,
even without our prayer.

This stewardship of “new” is not a vague, someday
kind of stewardship either. You are NEW now!
Forgiven. Reborn from above. The old is gone,
nailed to Calvary’s cross and buried and rotting in a
tomb that was only borrowed by Jesus for His
resurrection rest. The Gospel is what makes us
NEW every morning. Remembering your baptism,
you are new. Confessing your sins and receiving
absolution makes you new. Hearing the Gospel
filling your ears makes you new. Feasting on
Christ’s body and blood in the Holy Supper makes
you new.

These mercies, totally undeserved as they are, are
entrusted to us to steward TODAY even as we long
for the Last Day. But we know how often we fail in
this stewardship. We hoard God’s creation as if it
belongs to us. We belittle and devalue our neighbor

because they look or sound or act in a way that we
do not like. We seek to make the Holy Word of God
softer and more palatable for those, or even
ourselves, who refuse to confess sin as sin and
repent. We value our comfort over truth, our
reputation over faithfulness and our treasure over
making sure that people get to hear of the Jesus
who has done so much for the world and us.

We, as stewards of the Gospel, need to be made
new every day. This is exactly what the Lord does.
We failed in stewardship of the Gospel last year, so
He gives us a new year. We failed in stewardship of
the Gospel yesterday, and He gives us a new day.
We failed in stewardship of the Gospel in the last
few minutes, and yet in mercy our newness comes
with each tick of the clock! Because that is how the
Lord works.

As we see this working of all new things in us, it
then calls us to be stewards of this newness to the
world. This starts right in our own homes. It radiates
out to our neighbors. It beams out from our
congregations. This newness is teamed at the
circuit, district and Synod levels all to shine the
newness of the Gospel to those who need it.

Your new talk starts in the newness of the Gospel.
Steward this treasure in this new year and this new
day. It starts with a new you in Jesus. This is
indeed trustworthy and true.

Opportunities to Serve

Altar Guild. Men and women who prepare the
sacred vessels for Holy Communion and who care
for the altar and its liturgical appointments. Their
service beautifies the sanctuary and the sacred
space in which God’s people worship. They serve
as assistants to the pastor and function under the
authority of the Board of Deacons.

Communion Assistant and/or Worship
Assistant. This opportunity is open to qualified
men who would receive instruction from the pastor
and/or choral director to assist in parish liturgies
and/or distribution of Holy Communion. They
function under the authority of the Bd. of Deacons.

Grounds Maintenance. A beautiful and well-
maintained building and grounds says “this is a
church that cares.” Who plants and cares for our
flowers, who cuts the lawn, cleans the building,
shovels the snow? Our members do. Speak to any
member of our Board of Trustees to volunteer.



Prayer Chain. Members intercede to the Lord on
behalf of others in need.

Quilting. Hands on sewing of quilts that are sent to
Lutheran World Relief and used around the world.
Meet on Tuesdays from 9am — noon.

Shut-In Visitation. Currently a member brings
meals once a week to some. There is also
opportunity for regular friendly visits to be made to
one or more people.

Usher This is a service of hospitality to members
and guests. Ushers assist worshippers in our
services of worship.

Sunday Streaming Volunteer Start the streaming
of the worship service, shut down when complete.

Youth Upcoming Events

All 7t — 12" grade youth are invited to attend any or
all events! We study God’s Word in a variety of
ways — music videos with today’s current Christian
artists, creative Bible lessons, and issues that
relate to the youth! We meet on Sundays from 10-
11 a.m. and on Wednesdays 5:30 — 6:30 p.m. Join
us! Bring a friend!

Leaving for Warmer Climate?

Take me with you! Kidding, sort of, but if you are
one of our ‘snowbirds’ and you want to keep up on
what’s happening in your church you can get the
newsletter emailed to you each month. Please
email the church with your email address at
clcoffice320@gmail.com.

The Heating Season

The heating season is upon us again, please
double check that all doors are locked, all lights are
turned off (including bathrooms), and thermostats
are turned down before your group leaves the
church. Thank you!

Defending the Faith, Teaching the Truth
Issues, Etc. is a talk radio show hosted by LCMS
Pastor Todd Wilken and produced by Lutheran
Public Radio. Recent topics include: Same-Sex
Marriage, Reformation Solas, Depression, Radical
Islam, What Boys Need, Pro-Life Women and
more. Listen to what you want when you want at
www.issuesetc.org.

Food for the Local Food Shelf
The first Sunday of every month is when you need
to bring in your donations of non-perishable food

items for the local food shelf. You may put your
items under the table in the narthex. This is given to
those in need and then to the local food pantry

Do We Have Your Current Email Address?
Are you receiving email from Christ Lutheran? If
not, you are missing important and timely
information from your church. We will not flood your
inbox or share your email address (addresses are
always hidden when sent from church). Please help
us keep you informed! Call the office at 715-398-
3680 or send it to clcoffice320@gmail.com

Looking for something?

The LCMS staffs the “Church Information Center”,
which offers a great deal of help and resources on
a variety of topics. To contact the CIC with your
questions, you may write: infocenter@lcms.org or
call toll free 1.888.843.5267
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BIRTHDAYS

3 Rose Matthias

5 Joan Pince
Jonathan Stumpf

7 Kathleen Field
Pastor Schield

8  Eric Mack

O  Martin Pfeil

10  Brandon Derick

12 Christine Stumpf
Jane Matthias

14  Simon Pfeil

16 Donna Klomhaus

18  Chris Kirchoff
Joshua Stumpf

19 Esther Anderson
Matthew Vengrin
Trevor Derick

20 Quinn Frost
Jeremy Winans

27 Kristin Kroll

30 Elijah Kroeplin
Jeanette Betterman
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We would like to invite you to join us for the annual Guardian Angel Epiphany Brunch,
to be held in the fellowship hall, on Sunday, January 18, 2026 following the service.
Join us for fellowship, food and an opportunity to be blessed by and to bless others in
the congregation!

What are Guardian Angels?

As a Guardian Angel, you remember the person you draw on special dates throughout
the year, i.e., birthdays, anniversaries, and holidays, through “prayer” or by giving
cards or small gifts to this person, signed only “From Your Guardian Angel.” Use the
mailboxes in the Narthex to deliver your surprises. We do not reveal ourselves to
the person we are praying for until next year, at the Guardian Angel Program of
2026. If you are interested in participating in the Guardian Angel Program, please fill
out the form at the bottom of this page and place in the Guardian Angel basket on the
desk by the office door in the Narthex.

Please have forms submitted “no later than” Sunday, January 11th, 2026.

Guardian Angel Drawing - January 18, 2026
Name:

Address:
Birthday:

Anniversary:

Favorite Color:

Favorite Candy or Treat:

Hobbies/Interests:




