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I believe I transcribed this story many years ago that I heard on the radio by the 

late Christian author and speaker Ravi Zacharias. Although Memorial Day 2022 

will be behind us by the time you read this, it speaks not only of those who have 

served our country in the military, but even more importantly, of the gift of God’s 

Word-which, like our freedoms-we also may take for granted: 

During the Vietnam War an American soldier was captured and taken to a prison 

camp. This man was a Christian. But part of his torture as a prisoner of war was 

to be separated from anyone else who spoke English. He was all alone. After a 

year of this torture and loneliness and terrible, inhumane treatment, he thought, 

“there is no God. If there was, he wouldn’t have left me to suffer like this and be 

treated as if I was not even a human. My life is not worth anything.”  

The day after this man came to this conclusion, he was forced to clean the latrine-

the place where everyone relieved themselves. As he was telling this story he 

said “I can hardly describe to you what I had to deal with.” As he was cleaning out 

this awful outhouse, his eyes were drawn to what looked like a piece of paper 

with English words printed on it. Just to have something in English to read might 

keep him from going crazy. He carefully washed off the paper, which was covered 

with human feces, and left it to dry. When he was able to read what it said, it 

turned out to be a page from the Bible. Romans 8 to be exact. He read verses like 

Romans 8:6 : “To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the 

Spirit is life and peace.” Romans 8:18: “For I consider that the sufferings of this 

present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.  

Romans 8:28: “And we know that for those who love God all things work 

together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.”  

It turns out that the prison camp Commandant had confiscated a Bible written in 

English and he was going to make a point about what he thought about God by 

using that Bible as toilet paper. So the next day, the prisoner volunteered to 

clean the latrine. Finding those pages helped him to get through his long, terrible 

experience in the prison camp and to live to tell about it.  

Here in America you and I have whole Bibles in our language available to us. 

Many other types of books cost $30, $50, $80. You can get a Bible for 3 or $4. 

And really, the Gospel of God’s forgiveness in His Son, Jesus is free. By grace, 

through faith in Jesus, God gives you eternal life. And THAT’S priceless!   
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Congregational Call Meeting –  
June 12 at 10:00 a.m. 
We will be discussing to accept Pastor Schield as our 
Pastor. 

 
Christ the King Scholarships Awarded!  
This year we have two recipients for the CTK 
Scholarship! Each will receive a $2000.00 scholarship to 
the school they are attending. Our recipients are:  
Mr. Jacob Franck of Duluth, a member of Mt. Olive 
English Evangelical Lutheran Church in Duluth. Jacob is 
currently attending Concordia University- Chicago, and 
is in the Army Reserves. His area of study is the Pre-
seminary, Theological language & Philosophy.  
The other recipient is Ms. Holly Klomhaus of Poplar, WI 
a member of, Christ Lutheran. Holly is currently 
attending Concordia University in Mequon, WI. Where 
she is studying business working towards a BS in 
Entrepreneurship  

 
Congratulations Confirmands! 
Congratulations to our three youth that were confirmed 
Pentecost Sunday, June 5th. 
 
Rachel Isackson 
Harlan Keske 
Joshua Stumpf 

 

Congratulations 
Congratulations to the graduates. Best wishes to you in 

all of your future endeavors.  
 
Graduates:  
Jonah Kroeplin, Northwestern High School 
Jackie Stumpf, Superior High School, attending St. 
Norbert’s in DePere, IA in the fall 
Jacob Kidd, Grandson of Audrey Kidd 
Superior High School. Attending UWS in the fall. 

If you are going away to college or not living at home, 
please let the church know so we can have current 
information and stay in touch. If you graduated this year 
from either High School or College, and your name is not 
listed please contact the office so we may include you. 
 

New Sermon Series 
Beginning June 8th & 12th, Pastor Bernecker will begin a 
new sermon series entitled: “Running with the Giants”.  
Over the course of the Summer (and perhaps beyond), 
we will look at some of the greatest people in the Old 
Testament (some of the giants).  As we strive to live in 
this world as God would have us live, we can be helped 
by looking at the lives of those who have lived before us 
(by those who, no doubt, struggled with the very same 
kind of struggles that we deal with to this day).  We will 
look at these giants in the chronological order in which 
they lived.  It will help serve as a “review” of how the 
history of the Old Testament unfolded.  Join us as we 

look at our first giant ⸺ a man named Noah. 

Quilters 
The quilters have recessed for the season and will return 
in September. 
 
The Christ Lutheran Quilters donated a total of 124 quilts 
this past quilting season to various agencies such as: 
Harbor House, CASDA, Hospice, Red Cross, Ruth 
House, and the American Legion. 
 
A big thank you goes to our quilters; Esther Anderson, 
Mary Colborn, Joannie Thompson, Lana Broderson, Loni 
Leino, Mary Jo Card and Gloria Meier. 
 
Each quilt made has a Christ Lutheran Church label on 
them. Helping our community stay warm. 

 
My Savior Lives Northland LCMS Service of 
Worship for the Duluth region televised by 
KBJR Channel 6.  
"My Savior Lives Northland" is a locally produced TV 
program that includes a 30-minute worship service led 
by participating pastors of the Minnesota North District of 
our LCMS. MSL Northland is broadcast every Sunday at 
9:30 a.m. Central time on KBJR Channel 6 NBC and 
cable and satellite systems carrying these stations. 
Please check your local listings as sometime the 
program is moved to a different channel due to 
programming conflicts on NBC. 
Please send contributions c/o: Mt. Olive Lutheran, 2012 
East Superior St, Duluth, MN 55812. Checks should be 
made to: MSL Northland 
 

Thank You to Our Sunday School Teachers 
Another year of Sunday school has flown by with the last 
day of Sunday school being May 22 and the Board of 
Christian Education would like to thank all of our hard- 
working Sunday school teachers who work hard 
teaching our children the Word of God and bringing the 
love of Jesus to them. So, when you are dropping your 
kids off be sure to thank them for their devotion to your 
children. Our Devoted teachers are: 
 
Pre K – Kindergarten – Jessica Stumpf & Mallory Allen 
1st & 2nd Grade – Shannon Allen & Kim Klomhaus 
3rd – 5th – Shane Kroeplin, Jill Markee & Deb Winans 
6th & 7th Grade – Youth – Helena & Dominic Frost  
Elisabeth Hannula & Donna Manos– music 
Pastor Schield – Confirmation & Bible Study 
Pastor Bernecker - Adult Bible Study 
 
Shannon Allen for doing the Nursery Roll, which sends 
out cards and stuff to the kids who are not old enough 
for Sunday School. 
 
And to the substitutes that helped out during the year. 
Thank you to John Keske for serving as the Sunday 
school Superintendent! 
 
Please consider teaching for the 2022-2023 school year, 
help is really needed. 
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LWML Biennial District Convention 
The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Minnesota 
North District will be gathering in Moorhead, MN, to hold 
its 30th Biennial District Convention on June 20, 21, and 
22. The theme is “Drawn to the Cross” (Joshua 1:9b). 
 
Registration begins on Monday, June 20, 11 a.m. at the 
Courtyard by Marriot. The convention begins with a 
worship service at 7:30 p.m. Convention business will 
include electing officers, choosing mission grant 
recipients, adopting a new mission goal, and making 
bylaw changes. This past biennium of 2020-2022, LWML 
MN North women have given $140,000 towards LWML 
North mission grants plus thousands towards LWML 
mission grants. 
 
The keynote speaker will be Debbie Griffith from 
International Falls, MN. She is a speaker, writer, and 
radio girl. There will be a variety show for entertainment 
on Tuesday evening. The Bible study leader is Rev. Sam 
Pitsch of Our Redeemer Lutheran Church in Moorhead, 
MN. Michelle Jenks, Strategic Plan Facilitator, will be the 
LWML Representative in attendance. 
 
Participants will have the opportunity to participate in the 
choir, “A closer walk with God” Mite Walk, breakout 
sessions, and servant events. 
The women will be gathering items for local Moorhead 
agencies as well and doing servant events at the 
conference center. Ingathering items are posted on the 
district website: lwmlmnn.org 
 
Speak to your society president about obtaining a 
registration form or visit the district website to download 
a copy. 
 
Bring your family for the recreational activities in the 
Moorhead area while you attend the convention. 

 
Church Council 
May 12, 2022 
 
Members Present: Len Campbell, Mike Kraemer, Don 
Hauser,  Pastor Bernecker, John Keske and Sharyn 
Vengrin   
Call to order:  Len Campbell 
Opening Prayer: Pastor Bernecker 

Call for additional agenda items: None                                        

Approval of Minutes: Mike made the motion to accept 

the May 12, 2022 minutes and Don Seconded.  All in 

favor.  Motion Carried 

Pastor’s Report: Everything is going well.       

Treasurer’s Report:    

Checking Account Balance: No report. 

BOARD AND COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Board of Trustees: No meeting held. 

Replaced some lights in Sanctuary.  Will be changing 

altar lights to LEDs in May.  They will be brighter than 

what we have at present. 

American flag was replaced. 

Heat tape has been disconnected. 

Nominating Patrick Field and David Grim for a three-year 

term to the Board of Trustees to be voted on at the May 

Voters’ meeting. 

Board of Deacons: No meeting.  

Board of Stewardship & Evangelism:  

Board of Education: None 

Memorial Committee: None 

Endowment Committee:  As per report 

Memorial Garden:  Looking very nice. 

Old Business:   Call update:  The call has been 

declined. 

Update on Payments to Concordia Plan Services:  

Payments are automated. 

Gaming Request:  Mike Stumpf made a presentation on 

the gaming plan.  Mike is requesting the use of the 

building on Sat. for a gaming club from 1-5.  This request 

was approved.  Mike Stumpf must be the one in charge.    

Don Hauser made the motion that we permit the use of 

the building on Sat. from 1:00 to 5:00 as long as Mike 

Stumpf is in charge. Seconded by Mike Kraemer.   All in 

favor.  Motion carried. 

Nominee Status of Officers/Board Members for 2022-

2023 

Slate of officers were presented.  This will go to the 

Voter’s meeting on May 15, 2022. 

New Business: 

Potential for Protests:  This was discussed. 

Life Line Screening request:  Motion was made by 

Don and seconded by John to allow Life Line Screening 

to use Fellowship Hall on Sept. 14, 2022 from 8-5:30.  

All in favor. Motion Carried. 

Requests to use Fellowship Hall: None 

Other:  Voter’s meeting May 15, 2022. 

Next Council Meeting:  5:00p.m.,Thursday, June 9, 

2022  

Adjournment-Lord’s Prayer 

 

Voter’s Meeting 
May 15, 2022 
 
Opening Prayer:  Pastor Bernecker 
 
Call for additional agenda items:  None 
Review of Constitution relating to Voting Membership. 
 
Minutes from February 13, 2022 Voter’s Assembly. 
Motion was made by Dave Severin and seconded by 
Dave Manos to accept the Feb. 13, 2022 minutes. 
 
Member Transfers and Releases 
Transfers out:  Pastor David & Jennie Schoessow to 
Mount Olive in Duluth.  Motion was made by Peg 
Campbell and seconded by Dave Manos to accept the 
transfer out. 
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Transfers in:  None 
 
Profession of Faith:  Gloriann Barton.  Motion was made 
by Dave Severin and seconded by Jim Bolin to accept 
the Profession of Faith by Gloriann Barton. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Bank Balance:  $67,177.87. Motion 
was made by Mike Kraemer and seconded by Don 
Hauser to accept balance as written. 
 
Board and Committee Reports: 
These reports are published in the monthly newsletter 
 
Old business:  Update on Pastoral Call:  Mike Miller 
gave update.  Next meeting will be May 16, 2022 at 
5:00. 
 
New Business:   
Nominees for Officers and Board Members 2022-2023 
Officers Nominations (one-year term) 
President:  Len Campbell 
Vice President:  John Keske 
Secretary:  Sharyn Vengrin 
Treasurer:  Wayne Ploetz 
 
Board of Trustees (three-year term) 
Patrick Field 
David Grim 
Motion was made by Jim Lemmerman and seconded by 
Dave Manos to proceed as presented. 
 
Deacons (three year term)  Will appoint in June 
Vacant 
Vacant 
 
Board of Stewardship & Evangelism (three-year term) 
Kim Klomhaus  
Jim Lemmerman made the motion and it was seconded 
by Don Hauser to accept Kim Klomhaus for a three year 
term on Stewardship and Evangelism.  All I favor. Motion 
carried. 
 
Board of Education (three-year term) Will appoint in 
June. 
Vacant 
Vacant 
 
Next Meeting: September 2022-Date TBO 
Adjournment-Lord’s Prayer 
 

Stewardship 
What Do You Have That You Have Not Received? 
 
Some of the disciples of John the Baptist were 
questioning him about the baptism and preaching of 
Jesus. John the Baptist replies to their questions in this 
way: “A person cannot receive even one thing unless it is 
given him from heaven” (John 3:27). 
 
Now, John the Baptist says this to show that Jesus, His 
teaching, and His baptism are from heaven. But this 

statement is true of everything – everything that we have 
and are in body and soul. In fact, this is what we are 
taught in the meaning of the Apostles’ Creed in Luther’s 
Small Catechism. 
 
In the explanation of the Creed’s First Article, we learn 
that God has made us and everything in the universe. 
Luther says: 
 

“He has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and 
all my members, my reason and all my senses, and 
still takes care of them. He also gives me clothing and 
shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and 
children, land, animals, and all I have. He richly and 
daily provides me with all that I need to support this 
body and life. He defends me against all danger and 
guards and protects me from all evil. All this He does 
only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, 
without any merit or worthiness in me. For all this it is 
my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him.” 

 
In the Second Article of the Creed, we learn that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, to humble Himself, taking the form 
of a servant. Luther writes:  
 

“(Jesus) has redeemed me, a lost and condemned 
person, purchased and won me from all sins, from 
death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold 
or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with 
His innocent suffering and death, that I may be His 
own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve 
Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and 
blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, lives 
and reigns to all eternity.” 

 
In the Third Article of the Creed, we learn that the fruits 
of what Jesus Christ, the Son of God, did are given to us 
through the work of the Holy Spirit in the Church. Luther 
explains: 
 

“That I cannot by my own reason or strength believe 
in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the 
Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened 
me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true 
faith. In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, 
and sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth, 
and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. 
In this Christian church He daily and richly forgives 
all my sins and the sins of all believers. On the Last 
Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give 
eternal life to me and all believers in Christ.” 

 
Indeed, a person cannot receive even one thing unless it 
is given him from heaven. But how easy is this for us to 
forget about this?  
 
How easy is it for us to think that what we have in this 
life is because we have earned it? How easy is it for us 
to forget that even all our skills, the abilities of our hands 
and minds – the very ethic to work diligently and to seek 
to get better at these skills – is given to us from heaven, 
just as John the Baptist said? How easy is it for us to 
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forget that it is Christ alone – and the work of the Holy 
Spirit – that reveals His salvation to us, delivers it to us, 
and not our doing?  
 
Sure, we have responsibility for coming to church, for 
delving into God’s Holy Word, and for praying without 
ceasing. But even these responsibilities are given to us 
from heaven, not to earn anything but in response to 
what He has accomplished for us. 
 
A person cannot receive one thing unless it is given to 
him from heaven. Everything we have, and everything 
we are – in both body and soul – are gifts from God in 
heaven. Let us then respond in thanksgiving and give 
back to Him as He asks us to – with a first-fruits, 
generous proportion offering of what He has given to us. 

 

Sunday School Teachers for 2022/2023 
The Board of Education is looking for new/additional 
Sunday School Teachers for the 2022/2023 school year. 
We have added new faces and our Sunday School is 
growing. 

We would like to add at least a few more teachers to our 
staff. Curriculum is provided and we will support and 
train anyone who is willing to step forward and teach our 
youngest church members. If they have any questions, 
please contact the church office or John Keske. 

 
Note from A Scholarship Recipient 
Below is a letter from a CTK scholarship recipient last 
year (and this year) sharing about his past few months: 
 
Dear Christ Lutheran, 
I have reached the end of another semester, only two 
semesters more to go! This spring semester was very 
busy. I visited both Fort Wayne seminary and St Louis 
seminary with some fellow pre-sem students. At both 
seminaries we were able to tour the campuses and sit in 
on a few seminary classes as well as meet with financial 
aid advisers. I am also still a sexton on Sunday mornings 
and Wednesday communion services on campus. I also 
remain involved with Concordia Youth Ministry and of 
course weekly pre-sem meetings. During the semester 
volleyball intramurals started up again which I had fun 
participating in. We also had ultimate frisbee every week 
which is always a lot of fun. On the army side as well as 
a couple of monthly drills we also had a 4-day training 
weekend where we took a bus up to Fort Mccoy, 
Wisconsin for our biannual qualifications on our 
weapons. Since I am pre-AIT training, I didn’t need to 
qualify so I spent most of the weekend cooking. We had 
to wake up every day at 2am to start breakfast but on 
one day we got to go back to our tents at 10am and just 
napped the rest of the day. However, on the next day we 
were a bit shorthanded, so we had to cook both 
breakfast and dinner. On that day I woke up at 2am and 
went to bed around 11pm. Luckily the next day was our 
last day, so we were mostly just driving so I got to sleep 
on the bus. I look forward my training this summer as I 
will be leaving soon for my AIT training in For Lee, 

Virginia. As for my classes they went pretty well even 
though this was my hardest semester so far. I started the 
semester with 6 classes, German for reading 2, Hebrew 
2, Greek readings, the Philosophical traditions of Asia, 
Cardiovascular Activities, and Individual Finance. 
However, I ended up dropping two of them. Several 
weeks into the semester I sprained my ankle and since a 
large portion of the grade for Cardiovascular Activities 
were workouts I decided to drop the class. I also 
dropped Individual Finance because I realized it was just 
an online class which basically only had us looking at 
PowerPoints and reading the textbook along with a lot of 
homework. Since I was so busy with everything and all 
the languages I decided it would be better to drop it. 
Speaking of the languages they went well. The second 
semester of languages is always much much harder 
since you have so much more to remember and do but I 
still managed to do pretty well. By the last few weeks in 
Hebrew we were reading from Judges in Hebrew and 
then translating into English. For German by the end of 
the semester we were working on translating paragraphs 
of different German texts including a bit of Martin Luther. 
One of my favorite classes this semester was the 
Philosophical traditions of Asia which was a lot of fun. 
We mostly concentered on India and Chinese 
philosophy in that class. My grades were a B in the 
Philosophical traditions of Asia, a B- in German readings 
2, a B in Greek readings, and a B in Hebrew 2. My GPA 
is now 3.74. Overall, it has been a long and crazy 
semester, but I enjoyed it. For classes for the fall 
semester, I am currently planning on taking Greek 
readings, Hebrew readings, Health Psychology, the 
Formula of Concord, Philosophy of Film, and Latin. 
Although I will say I just plan on auditing Latin. I have 
also began the process of applying to the Fort Wayne 
and the St Louis seminary. I’m not sure quite yet which 
one I will choose but I still have a while to decide. Again, 
a thousand thanks for all of your incredible prayers and 
support as I do my best to follow God’s will and prepare 
for the seminary.  
Thank you and God’s blessings, 
Jacob Franck     
 

Greeting Cards Available in the Library 
The library is well stocked with new cards for birthday, 
anniversary, sympathy, "thinking of you", get well, thank 
you, Baptism...cards for every occasion. Cost is only 50 
cents each. If you're looking for a card for your Guardian 
Angel, we have it! 

 

Defending the Faith, Teaching the Truth 
Issues, Etc. is a talk radio show hosted by LCMS Pastor 
Todd Wilken and produced by Lutheran Public Radio. 
Recent topics include: Same-Sex Marriage, Reformation 
Solas, Depression, Radical Islam, What Boys Need, Pro-
Life Women and more. Listen to what you want when 
you want at www.issuesetc.org. 

 
Food for the Local Food Shelf 
The first Sunday of every month is when you need to 
bring in your donations of non-perishable food items for 
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the local food shelf. You may put your items under the 
table in the narthex. This is given to those in need and 
then to the local food pantry 

 
Do We Have Your Current Email Address? 

Are you receiving email from Christ Lutheran? If not, you 
are missing important and timely information from your 
church. We will not flood your inbox or share your email 
address (addresses are always hidden when sent from 
church). Please help us keep you informed! Call the 
office at 715-398-3680 or send it to 
clcoffice320@gmail.com 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Janet Kroll 
3 Lydia Bennis 
 Aaron Klomhaus 
5 Carly Larson 
 Sarah Nestrud 
6 CLC  
 Robert Raaflaub 
8 Kathie Nikula  
10 Zoey Heytens 
11 Mercede Mullikin 
12 Jeffrey Makela 
13 Harlow Filteau 
15 Tylar Brand 
16 Aiden Kroeplin 
 Weston Ormsby 
18 Sara Kroeplin 
 Lars Root 
19 Vicki Lull 
22 Karl Schroeder 
23 William Doane 
 Brian Amundson 
 Bruce Johnson 
25 Jill Markee 
27 Peder Becken 

Rebecca Harkabus 
 Emeline Larson 
 Jessica Stumpf 
28 Dennis Austin 
 Ivy Bennis 
30 Evelyn Reinkall 

 
 

 
 
 

1 Gloria Jablonski 
2 Gabriel Kroeplin 
3 Hope Fudally 
 Lois Geiger 
5 Harla Lemmerman 
 Donald Anderson 
7 Harris Balko 
9 Melanie Sternberg 
12 Sylvia Bloxham 
14 Paul Klomhaus 
15 Nick Lull 
19 Shannon Allen 
21 Dane Blomquist 
23 Everly Fonger 
24 Matthew Markee 
25 Robert Sorenson 
 Danika McLaughlin 
27 Scott Winans 
 Hannah Kidd 
30 Michael Kramer 
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