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3rd Sunday after Epiphany – DS 4 
 

Hymn: 839 O Christ, Our True and Only Light  

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Exhortation Psalm 124:8; Psalm 130:3–4; Luke 18:13 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, let 

us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we 

have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from 

our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy 

of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: 

God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 
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Confession of Sins 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 

 

Absolution [John 20:19–23] 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 
Kyrie Mark 10:47 

C Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our infirmities and stretch 

forth the hand of Your majesty to heal and defend us; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

  

C Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading Jonah 3:1–5, 10 
 Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time, saying, “Arise, go to 

Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it the message that I tell you.” So Jonah 

arose and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an 

exceedingly great city, three days’ journey in breadth. Jonah began to go into the city, 

going a day’s journey. And he called out, “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be 

overthrown!” And the people of Nineveh believed God. They called for a fast and put 

on sackcloth, from the greatest of them to the least of them. . . . 

 When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way, God relented of 

the disaster that he had said he would do to them, and he did not do it. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle 1 Corinthians 7:29–35 
 This is what I mean, brothers: the appointed time has grown very short. From now 

on, let those who have wives live as though they had none, and those who mourn as 

though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not 

rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no goods, and those who deal with the 

world as though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is 

passing away. 

 I want you to be free from anxieties. The unmarried man is anxious about the things 

of the Lord, how to please the Lord. But the married man is anxious about worldly 

things, how to please his wife, and his interests are divided. And the unmarried or 

betrothed woman is anxious about the things of the Lord, how to be holy in body and 

spirit. But the married woman is anxious about worldly things, how to please her 

husband. I say this for your own benefit, not to lay any restraint upon you, but to 

promote good order and to secure your undivided devotion to the Lord. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Alleluia and Verse 
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Holy Gospel Mark 1:14–20 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 After John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, and 

saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in 

the gospel.” 

 Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the brother of 

Simon casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, 

“Follow me, and I will make you become fishers of men.” And immediately they left 

their nets and followed him. And going on a little farther, he saw James the son of 

Zebedee and John his brother, who were in their boat mending the nets. And 

immediately he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired 

servants and followed him. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 
 
Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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Hymn of the Day: 730 What Is the World to Me 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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Sermon 
 

January 24 & 27 PART I 1 Corinthians 7: 29-35 

 

1 Paul wants us to be careful so that we don’t end up not having the time for the things that are 

_________________________________________ 

 

2 God created us so that we might be in ____________________________ with Him 

 

3 To make a fellowship with God be a priority in our lives, God gave us the natural need to be with others; to 

_____________________________ and to be loved 

 

PART II 

 

4 Too often today, people look to _________________________________ to satisfy those God-given needs.  When we do 

that, we will end up being disappointed in life.  We will experience confusion, frustration, and fear. 

 

5 God sent His Son into the world to fix the damage that ______________ brought into the world.  Through the perfect life 

that Jesus lived and His death on the cross, God can see us as being righteous in His eyes. 

  1 John 3: 1a 

 

6 We need God the Holy Spirit to _______________________________ .  The more we let Him have His way with us, the 

more we will be the way that we want to be (and should be). 

  Galatians 5: 22-23 

 

PART III 

 

7 Through the Word, God informs us how He wants us to be in life and what He wants us to do in life.  Through the Word, 

God the Holy Spirit actually ______________________________ to do what we need to do. 

  Psalm 119: 110b-111 

 

8 It’s not a matter of getting through so many chapters (so many pages) a day.  The intent is not for us to get through the 

Word.  The intent is to get the Word ____________________________________ . 

 

9 As we spend time in God’s Word, we will not only enjoy hearing His Word, but we will also enjoy 

___________________________________ to Him (in prayer) 

  Matthew 7: 7-8 

 

10 God’s Word also gives us the power to help other people know Him.  That fulfills 

________________________________ that God has for us. 

 
Answers to sermon notes – 

 

1 most important 

2 fellowship 

3 love 

4 the world 

5 sin 

6 change us 

7 empowers us 

8 through us 

9 talking back 

10 the purpose 

 
Prayer of the Church 

L In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind, 

let us pray to the Lord: 
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C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for 

the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us 

all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all 

who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, 

and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

  

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
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Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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